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Matthew 2:1-14 (NIV)

! After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the
east came to Jerusalem ? and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?
We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” > When King Herod heard this he
was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. * When he had called together all the people’s chief
priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. >“In
Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: ® “ ‘But you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of
you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel’” ” Then Herod called the Magi

secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. ® He sent them to



Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to
me, so that | too may go and worship him.” ° After they had heard the king, they went on their
way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the
place where the child was. ° When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. * On coming to the
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him.
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
2 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country
by another route. ** When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream.
“Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until | tell you,
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for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” = So he got up, took the child and his

mother during the night and left for Egypt.
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A Journey of Spiritual Transformation — Begin with Searching for Christ

Go After Jesus - A Journey of Spiritual Transformation 3E3RESfik - By L2 )ik

1. Passionate for Jesus JBIEHLfK
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The Jewish chief priests and scribes knew the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem but
they didn’t go to greet him.

Magi from the East B J53RHY 447 f#1-

payog magos,; scientist/ magician/wise man.

TEHT 2 7R EY ? From Persia? From China?
KEEL5Z ? Astrologist?

At least 1 yr of journey /D 1 ZEHRER

“When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he

gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and



under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi.” (Matthew 2:16,

NIV)
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Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?” (Mt 2:2)
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Offering not only Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh, but their time, effort, hardship !

= Persistent in searching Christ =i ELE B

2. Open to Jesus [HHRERBAR
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Herod and the Magi: one full of praise and welcome; the other full of hatred.

KA 1FEFET Cruelty of Herod of Great !

Herod the great was Idumean. Herod slaughtered the last remnants of the Hasmonean
dynasty of Jewish high-priestly kings who had ruled before him. He executed more
than half the Sanhedrin. He executed his own Hasmonean wife, Mariamne, her mother
Alexandra, and his sons Aristobulus, Alexander and Antipater. Finally, as he lay dying,
he arranged for all the notable men of Jerusalem to be assembled in the hippodrome

and killed as soon as his own death was announced.
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Beginning of Spiritual Transformation : open to Christ
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Sinful nature of mankind block grace A SR M:AYPEREEFHAY B
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3. Focus on Jesus ETHRfL

Lots of voice, thoughts, worry.
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Joseph & May — poor, helpless, unstable living, away from hometown
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Anxiety, struggle, fear, perplexity, loneliness, pressure of Joseph and Mary
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Trial of faith, there should be an exit.

“DJENF” Emmanuel — God is with us fHEH A [E]4E
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Condition: Faith and Submission to God

= Focus on Jesus, trust only him EFH[ ik - EEEE(STEH |
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Go after Christ — beginning of Spiritual Transformation

® EELHPHR Passionate for Jesus

® (S HfKBANL Open to Jesus
® EUTH[HK Focus on Jesus

B RIS Make it a daily practice.
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Challenge: Meditation on Christ: Read Through Book of Matthew before Esther
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[=]fEEK Responding Song: < EXMAHZE Shout to the Lord>
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